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Rest in the Amazing Truth
Has anyone in your life ever said to you, “when you finish your
vegetables you can have dessert” or “when we are done with this
house/yard work we can run through the sprinkler, play with
Legos, etc.”? I’m sure most of us heard phrases like that growing up or have said it to our own children. Or maybe even as
adults we reward ourselves in a similar way. The idea being that
after we’ve done the hard work there is a treat or reward at the
end.
This week the Epistle lesson contains one of my favorite Bible
verses. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Wow. Just sit with that a minute. God didn’t say he would love
us when we cleaned up our act. Or after we did more good
deeds. Or when we are a better spouse/parent/coworker. (Or
after we ate our broccoli or mowed the lawn). God’s amazing hesed love—unconditional, unchanging, unfailing, unending—love is for us, all of us, right now. While we were still sinners, which we were yesterday, are today, and will be as long as
we are on this earth, God sent His son Jesus to be righteousness
for us. He knew we couldn’t do it, no matter how hard we may try.
We need Christ to be the bridge between our sinfulness and
God’s holiness, and He did that by living a perfect life and dying
a sacrificial death to take our place. There is nothing for us to do
but rest in the amazing truth that “it is finished.”
Kay Storck,
Lamb of God Director/Teacher

Church Events
In June, guideline changes continue relating to
coronavirus distancing: Families to stay together
distancing 6 feet from others.
Sundays ,

June 21, 28
8:00am Eucharist
10:30am Eucharist
Happy Father’s Day

Sunday’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bob
and Vicky Vandervort with gratefulness for 36 years of marriage.
Till We Meet Again and Welcome
This Sunday will be Carol’s last Sunday with us for a while. She
will still be with us from time to time, as Zach needs assistance
and as her schedule allows. We want to thank Carol for her
service to Pacific Hills. We are very grateful for her ministry
among us. Please express your gratitude to Carol in ways that
you are able, verbally, with a card, etc. And as we wish Carol all
the best, we also welcome Zach Hastings. Zach will be coming
on as our new Organist/Director of Music, on Sunday, July
5. Since Zach is a young man and will be setting up his place of
residence in Omaha, we would like to welcome him on board
with a card and gift card shower. If individual members have in
mind to bake something for Zach, please keep in mind that he
has a gluten allergy. So, thank you, Carol and welcome Zach.
Sunday Worship Notes -- The Elders and Pastor recommend
that everyone wear some kind of face covering in worship. Also,
there are no children’s messages on Sunday mornings, due to
social distancing requirements. Thank you.
OUR SOCIALLY DISTANCED COMMUNION PRACTICE
The Ushers will dismiss one pew at a time, alternating between
the pulpit and the lectern side, so that there are only a very
small number of people present for Communion at any given
time to maintain social distancing. When you come forward you
will take a prepackaged communion kit from the center of the
chancel. Pastor will be standing in the center at the spot
marked with a P. You will then proceed until you are in position
in front of the altar rail, again no kneeling or touching the rail.
Once you are in position you will be instructed to “take and eat”
and “take and drink.” Once you are dismissed you will dispense
with your used cup and depart down the side aisles to your seat.
Those seated in the transepts will be ushered up from their
respective sides.
Returning to God, Tithes and Offerings
During the Pandemic
As you know the church’s ministry and expenses continue even
though services and programming are a bit different. You can
still give your tithes and offerings by mail. You can set up your
bank account to give electronically or you can utilize
MyEOffering. There is also a link to MyEOffering on our web
page, on the top menu. Our web page is:
www.PacificHillsLutheran.org. You can sign up at https://
members.myeoffering.com Your church needs people like you
to continue their regular patterns of giving despite virus-related
closures to maintain current ministry. Consider the following
passages: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each one must give as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. Malachi 3:10 - Bring the full tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need. Proverbs 11:24 - One
gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he
should give, and only suffers want. Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will
be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”

Bible Verse of the Week
"Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul”
(Matt. 10:28a)..”
You are invited to take part in a 100th Birthday celebration
for PHLC member Millie Scheef. Let's celebrate with a
letter or card so that Millie will feel our love and care on
June 28th. Millie Scheef 15364 Orchard Ave., Omaha,
NE.68137. A quick drop in for cake and lemonade will be
held on Sunday, June 28, 2pm to 4pm, at Divine Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 15005 Q St. (Trinity Room, enter on the
west side of the building).
One Way to Support Pacific Hills’ Foundation
If you are required to take a required minimum distribution
(RMD) from your IRA, you might not like the taxation
associated with that. One option would be to use a
provision by the IRS that allows you to make qualified
charitable contributions (QCDs) directly from your IRA to a
ministry (up to $100,000/year), such as the Pacific Hills
Lutheran Church Foundation. Being smart about which
asset you use from which to make your contributions can
save tax dollars, possibly allowing you to increase your
gift. Do you want to know more? Craig Stirtz, a gift
planning counselor who has assisted our congregation and
the foundation, can help. Contact Craig Stirtz at 402-6160312 or craig.stirtz@lfnd.org.

