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O Give Thanks unto the Lord … Enter His Courts with Praise!
Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday, November 23, 2022
7:00 PM
Join us as we pause, reflect, and thank God for every earthly blessing and most importantly
every spiritual blessing in Christ.

Advent Worship
The Great “O” Antiphons
Wednesday, November 30, December 7, 14, 2022
2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
Advent is the first season in the “Time of Christmas.” The calendar of the Church begins
with Advent (from the Latin, adventus, which means “coming” or “arrival”), a period of
preparation before Christmas. The Savior’s Birth is second in importance only to His Resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Advent encompasses a time of spiritual preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of
Jesus Christ at Christmas. This year, during Advent, we will begin exploring the Great “O”
Antiphons and finish them during the Christmas Season. “An antiphon is a term we see in
worship regularly. An antiphon is a refrain that is sung before (and sometimes after and
during) a Psalm or other song, and it’s typically a Bible verse or a historic liturgical text. A
common example is in Matins, when the pastor and congregation sing, “Blessed be God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; O come, let us worship him,” both before and after the
Venite, “O come, let us sing to the Lord” (Lutheran Service Book, 220-221).
The origin of the “O” Antiphons is around the eighth century. In larger cities and monasteries, it was customary to have services daily (or several times a day), and in the seven days
before Christmas Eve, it became a regular practice to sing the assigned “O” Antiphon before
and after the Magnificat (“My soul magnifies the Lord”) at the evening Vespers service.
In the twelfth or thirteenth century, these antiphons were paraphrased into metrical, poetic
verses which became the hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” This hymn, found in LSB
357, includes the text of the “O” Antiphons on the facing page, making it easy to see the
correlation between the stanzas of the hymn and the antiphons. One alteration in order
occurred: The final antiphon (O Emmanuel) became the first stanza of the hymn instead of
the seventh.” (Lutheran Witness, November 2016).

We will explore these Great “O” Antiphons in connection with the hymn, “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” during the Advent and Christmas Seasons.

† CHURCH EVENTS †
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
8:00 am Eucharistic Worship
9:00 am Bell Choir Rehearsal
9:15 am Sunday School
Education Hour with Pastor Bryan
10:30 am Eucharistic Worship with Bell Choir
11:30 am Annual Congregation Lunch & Meeting
6:00 pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15
7:00 pm Pray, Knit & Crochet Group (Narthex)
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
9:30 am Eucharist
12:30 pm First Ladies AA Meeting (Rm 114)
6:00 pm Youth Confirmation Class
6:30 pm Women’s Wednesday Group (Narthex)
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17
6:30 pm Tai Chi (Acker Hall)
6:30 pm Trustees Board Meeting (Rm 114b)
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18
7:30 pm Omaha Philatelic Society (Narthex/
Acker Hall)
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
8:00 am Eucharistic Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
Education Hour with Pastor Bryan
Choir Rehearsal
10:30 am Eucharistic Worship with Choir
11:45 am Bell Choir Rehearsal
6:00 pm Adult Bible Study (Zoom)

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Now is the time order poinsettias
to decorate the church for the
Advent and Christmas seasons.
Please use the order form in the
bulletin, church newsletter, or on
the table in the back of church to
indicate how many plants you
would like. Turn all orders in,
with payment, to the church office by Sunday, November 27.
Flowers can be taken home after
the 9am service on Christmas
Day.

CHURCH DIRECTORY 2022
Thank you for participating in the pictorial directory. For
those of you who missed taking photos because of
schedule and the like, you can still participate in one of
two ways, by taking your photo at St. Robert Bellarmine
Parish, 11802 Pacific Street, Omaha; or by submitting a
photo
of
your
choice
to
kimkielty@pacifichillslutheran.org. If you choose the former
route, they are taking photos on several dates, but the
closest ones to our photo shoot are October 25-29 and
November 1-5. Their username is NE 177 and their
passcode is photos. Make sure you mention you are
with PACIFIC HILLS, otherwise you may end up in St.
Robert Bellarmine’s directory. NOVEMBER 11, is the
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOS.

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
SAVE THE DATE! The 2nd Sunday in November is our
Annual Congregational Meeting. Please plan to attend
on November 13th.
We are reviving our Turkey Dinner as part of this
event. The schedule will be Turkey Dinner following
late worship, served in Acker Hall, followed by our
congregational meeting. All should plan to attend!
There is a signup sheet in the Narthax requesting
your time, turkey & talents to help in preparations of
the meal.

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH
In honor of Veteran’s Day, LCMS Ministry to the Armed
Forces will be the Mission of the Month for November. Veteran's Day occurs on November 11 every year in honor of
the "eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month" of 1918 that signaled the end of WWI. We celebrate
and honor PHLC veterans for their patriotism, love of country and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common
good: Dave Purdy, Roy Anderson, Tony Roth, Leroy
Stuckenschmidt, Richard Laughlin, Jerry Heathershaw,
Lew Nelson, Ken Barjenbruch, Roger Horstmann, Mike
Horton, Jim Stokes, Tom Storck, Mary Sunderman, John
Thomas, Bill Wagner, Mike Whealy. We pray for our active
and reserve servicemen: Andrew McCoy, Jacob Osborn,
JR Risko and Tim Vogel.

BIBLE VERSE of the Week
“At that time they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. ”
(Luke 21:27)

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES
PHLC website: www.pacifichillslutheran.org

MASKS & SOCIAL DISTANCING
If you desire to continue to wear a mask and social
distance from others, please do so.

GOSPEL LESSON OF THE DAY
Join Pastor Drebes in Acker Hall, between Sunday Services, for discussion and further application of the Gospel Lesson of the Day. Jesus instructs us to always be
ready for his coming, but what does that mean for us
each day? Come join us as we dig deeper into the text.

BIBLE STUDY VIA ZOOM
Dr. Bob Vandervort and a bible study group are
studying the 1st Samuel via ZOOM every Sunday
evening from 6:00- 6:45 pm. Please email him at
rsvod@cox.net or 402-350-0872 for more information.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Have an upcoming celebration or
anniversary? Altar flowers may be
placed for any celebration, remembrance or to the Glory of God.
Please share your request or intention with Kim at:
KimKielty@PacificHillsLutheran.org.
or call the office. The cost is $25.

SECOND READERS NEEDED!
Please sign-up on the sheet in the narthex.

WEDDING COORDINATOR NEEDED
Pacific Hills is in need of a Wedding Coordinator to
help facilitate weddings at Pacific Hills Lutheran
Church. Typically we have 1-3 weddings a year. This
is a volunteer position, but a small honorarium is paid
by the couple. Contact Pastor Drebes at bryandrebes@pacifichillslutheran.org or 402-391-9625.

