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“…Through the Church the song goes on.”
Why does the church sing? It’s an interesting question, especially since we live in an age where
singing together has become somewhat anachronistic. So, why do we do it?
There are many passages in Scripture that refer to music and to singing, but for the moment,
consider just two of them. In Job 38:7, we are told that at the creation of the earth “the morning
stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy.” In Revelation 5:11-12, St. John tells us
that in his vision of end times he heard “the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand…In a loud voice they sang ‘Worthy is the lamb
who was slain…’” These passages illustrate an important point: that the church – God’s creation
– has sung from the very beginning of time, and will continue to do so through the end of time.
And we, God’s people, have the marvelous opportunity to participate in this song of the universal,
timeless church… right here… right now…on this particular date and in this particular place.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Life Together, states it this way: “O Sing to the Lord a new song,” the
Psalter calls out to us again and again. It is the Christ hymn, new every morning, that a community living together begins to sing in the early morning, the new song that is sung by the whole community of faith in God on earth and in heaven. We are called to join in the singing of it. It is God
who has prepared one great song of praise throughout eternity, and those who enter God’s community join in this song It is the voice of the church that is heard in singing together. It is not I
who sing, but the church. However, as a member of the church, I may share in its song.
(emphasis added)
We don’t sing in the liturgy to fill time, or to get us in the right mood, or to entertain ourselves. We
sing because Christ’s church sings. Christ’s church sings because faith sings. And faith sings
because God has first sung to us! Zephaniah 3:17 tells us “The Lord your God is in your midst, a
mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he
will exult over you with loud singing.” This song is all at once a song of celebration, a song of
love, a song of peace, a song of sorrow, and a song of victory. It is the eternal song, the song of
all creation, the song of life eternal. It is the song which allows us to sing with boldness and confidence “I know that my redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after
my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God.” (Job 19:25-27)
Luther does not mince words about this when he says “God has cheered our hearts and minds
through his dear Son, whom he gave for us to redeem us from sin, death, and the devil. He who
believes this earnestly cannot be quiet about it. But he must gladly and willingly sing and speak
about it.”

Church Events

Saturday
Sunday

10:00am Reformation Rehearsal
8:00am Eucharist
9:15am Choir
9:15am Education Hour
10:30am Eucharist
11:30am Outreach Board
7:00pm Reformation Concert

Tuesday

9:00am Tai Chi
9:30am Alanon

Wednesday 9:30am Eucharist
10:00am Fellowship
6:30pm Women’s Bible Study
Thursday

Saturday

Sunday

6:30pm Tai Chi
7:00pm Gamblers-12 Step
Day Light Savings Time
Change—Set your clocks
back one hour before going
to bed.
8:00am Eucharist
9:15am Choir
9:15am Education Hour
10:30am Eucharist

PeaceJeffrey Blersch

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Bonnie
Johnson.

Bible Verse of the Week

October is Pastor Appreciation Month! Let us all remember
to express our appreciation to Pastor Bryan for all the great
work he does for PHLC and each and every one of us. How
blessed we are to have such a great Pastor!

Romans 3:28

It is not too late to turn in your pledge card for 2019. Place
it in the envelope supplied and place it in the offering plate on
Sunday, or mail it to the church office. Thank you.
If you would like to purchase a Christmas Poinsettia, please
fill out an order form located in the church narthex and return
the form to the church office (with your check payable to Pacific
Hills Lutheran Church in the amount of $7.75 per plant). The
deadline for orders is November 18. You may also call the
church office to place your order. You may take your poinsettia
home after the service on Christmas morning, December 25.
Reformation Concert at Pacific Hills, featuring Charles Ore,
will be October 28, 7pm. Come to the final rehearsal at Pacific
Hills on October 27 at 10am. The concert this year is
sponsored by the Omaha North Circuit.

“We maintain that a person is justified by faith
apart from the works of the law.”

Join Pastor and Cheryl for … Marriage Date Night
A Night of Laughter & Music
Featuring Leland Klassen, Comedian
Amberly Neese, Comedian & Author
Jonny Diaz, Recording Artist
Where: Bethany Lutheran, Elkhorn
When: Saturday, November 17th
Show, 6pm
GA Doors, 5:30pm
VIP Doors, 5pm
Purchase Tickets at https://www.bethanyelkhorn.org/adults/
marriage-ministry-events

Events of Other Congregations and Agencies

NEW BIBLE STUDY. Understanding the Enemy: An
Examination of Satan. Are you leading a victorious life in
Christ or are you in a state of “battle fatigue”? Do you really
understand our enemy the Devil and how he works in your life
to divert you away from Christ? Do you see the world through
“Spiritual Eyes” that recognize how fully Satan has infiltrated
it? Come and join us for an in depth look at what the Bible has
to say about the “old evil foe” and how Jesus has defeated him
so that you can lead a victorious life in Christ. Study with Bob
Vandervort begins on Sunday, October 28, at 9:30am in
Acker Hall. Bring a friend!

Concordia Sr. High Music Department is hosting
OKTOBERFEST on Saturday, October 27, 5pm to 10pm.
The event will be held on the athletic field of the Concordia
Jr.-Sr. High campus. (156th & Fort). There will be food
(including bratwurst, sauerkraut, pretzels, root beer, etc.),
music (including polka and drumline) and beverages. Fun
activities for the whole family include German bake sale,
face painting, bounce house and German music groups.
Tickets, available at the door, are $20 for adults and $10 for
students. You may call Peter Klemp, 402-445-4000 or
email klempp@concordiaomaha.org, for more details.

The annual congregation meeting is set for November 11
after second service. Lunch will precede the meeting in Acker
Hall. The meeting will begin with the annual meeting of the
Pacific Hills Foundation, followed by the congregation meeting.
One item of business will be to approve the 2019 Budget.
Another item of business will be to elect officers for the coming
year. The Board of Directors recently approved a slate of
candidates for open offices for 2019, which will be presented to
the congregation. Nominations may be made from the floor.
Slate of Candidates:
Chairman of the Board of Directors: John Thomas
Vice-chairman of the Board of Directors: Bob Vandervort
Chair of the Board of Social Ministry: Marilyn Wegehaupt

Mark your calendar for Friday, November 2. Trivia Night
will be held at Concordia Jr.-Sr. High School as a Booster
Club fundraiser to support Mustang Activities. Recruit your
team. Pick your costume/table theme. Study up on
your trivia. Entry fee: $25 per person. Register your team
at http://bit.ly/MustangTrivia18

National Youth Gathering: July 11 through July15, 2019, in
Minneapolis, MN. The gathering is open to students going into
the 9th grade through 12th in 2019. Online registration has
begun this week and must be postmarked by October 17, 2018.
Anyone interested must contact Sandra Glissmann in the next
3 weeks. More information available on lcmsgathering.com.

Experience Concordia Day will be Friday, November 2.
This is a great way for students to preview Concordia Jr.-Sr.
High School. Prospective 6th-9th grade students are invited
to attend this event and experience student-led chapel, jazz
band performance, interactive technology, exploding
experiments and meet the coaching staff. RSVP to
Concordia's Admissions Director, Dawn Cooksey at
cookseyd@concordiaomaha.org or call 402-990-9444.
Lunch will be provided and the event time is 12pm to 3pm.
Go to www.concordiaomaha.org. to learn more about
Concordia Jr.-Sr, High School.

